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MEDICAL ANTHROPOLOGY RESEARCH SEMINARS 
 

Michaelmas Term 2016 
 

“Mental Health: Medical Anthropological Approaches” 
 
 

Mondays, 11:00am-12:30pm, 61 Banbury Road, Lecture Room 
 
 
 
Week 1   Ramon Sarró (ISCA, Oxford) 
10 October  The elementary structures of schizophrenic life: Ramon Sarró on Ramon Sarró 
 
Week 2   Elisabeth Hsu (ISCA, Oxford) 
17 October Greene sycknesse, the teasing and the healing green: anorexia nervosa in 

perspective 
 
Week 3   Henry Oakeley (Royal College of Physicians) 
24 October   Illusions, Delusions and Hallucinations 

 
 
Week 4   Joseph Calabrese (Department of Anthropology, University College London) 
31 October   Ritual Psychopharmacology and Therapeutic Emplotment in the Native  

American Church 
 
Week 5   Neil Armstrong (ISCA, Oxford) 
7 November  Should Mental Healthcare Professionals Try to Empower Their Patients? 
 
Week 6   Mike Poltorak (School of Anthropology & Conservation, University of Kent) 
14 November  The Healer and the Psychiatrist - Care and Video in the Healing Encounter 
 
Week 7   Kitty Wheater (ISCA, Oxford)  
21 November Depression and the Temporalities of Compliance Among Mindfulness 

Practitioners in the UK 
 
Week 8 Keira Pratt-Boyden (Nuffield Department of Primary Care, Oxford) 
28 November ‘Occupying the Couch’: Mental Health Activism and Therapeutic Practice in a 

Protest Community 
 
 

 
Conveners:  Elisabeth Hsu and Paola Esposito 

elisabeth.hsu@anthro.ox.ac.uk, paola.esposito@anthro.ox.ac.uk 
 

 
 

ALL WELCOME 
 


