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PETER RIVIERE’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO AMAZONIAN AND
SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY

LAURA RIVAL

PETER Riviére, who in 1967 taught the first fully fledged course on the indigenous
societies of Lowland South America in a British university,1 officially retires in
September 2001 from the University of Oxford, where he has been teaching since
1971. With this special issue of JASO,2 we wish to honour and acknowledge his
considerable theoretical and methodological contributions to anthropology.
Riviere’s scholarly practice has been fundamental in both establishing the in-
tellectual outlines for anthropology in the Guianas and demonstrating the impor-

: Before his time, Audrey Butt-Colson lectured in 1956 on South American societies,
mainly the Guianas, and with a particular emphasis on the Akawaio, at the Department of
Ethnology and Prehistory at Oxford University. Francis Huxley, who was at Oxford for his
training in anthropology before following Meyer Fortes to Cambridge, and who came back
to Oxford on a three-year Junior Research Fellowship at St Catherine’s College, also taught
on Lowland South America. Before them, Miss Béatrice Blackwood (of the Department of
Ethnology and Prehistory at Oxford University) gave a few lectures every year on Lowland
South America as part of her two-term course on ‘Lands and Peoples’ for geography and
anthropology students. This was followed in the third term by a course on the archaeology
and prehistory of Latin America, which was mainly dedicated to the study of Highland
civilizations.

2 See also the volume edited by L. Rival and N. Whitehead, Beyond the Visible and the
Material: The Amerindianization of Society in the Work of Peter Riviere (Oxford: Oxford
University Press 2001).
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tance of this region to the overall anthropology of Amazonia. He was a leading
member of the first generation to set new, professional standards of ethnography in
Amazonia. These contrasted strongly with the generalized uses of indigenous cul-
tural and social materials that had mostly been collected second-hand or by natu-
ralists and explorers, whose descriptions of Amazonian Indians were based on a
combination of observation and recording techniques inspired by museum and
botanical inventories, and whose typologies were relied on strong assumptions
deriving from cultural diffusionism and environmental determinism.

It is with an intense interest in the empirical data and ethnographic facts that
constitute the materia prima of comparative analysis and a pronounced distrust of
predetermined theoretical models that Riviére has dedicated his professional life to
the analysis of the kaleidoscopic variations in indigenous society and culture. His
Malinowskian interest in the ‘imponderabilia of everyday life’ stems from a clear
appreciation of the ways in which social and cultural variety may be structured,
patterned, and limited, despite its expressive and performative complexity. This is
thus not an abstract interest in the ‘particular’, understood as a theoretical com-
mitment in the manner of the Boasians, nor does it have much in common with the
hyper-particularism of more recent American cultural anthropology. Rather, the
particular is important as a means of connecting theory, methodology, and context,
so that interest in the particular results from an appreciation of the necessity for
accurate scholarship.

Eager to examine the indigenous perspectives and local theories through
which ethnographic facts are ordered and acquire meaning, Riviére has also pio-
neered cross-cultural comparisons in various ways. He understands comparative
studies to be intensive investigations limited to a particular region or a homogene-
ous group of societies. And the new hypotheses he has offered on marriage, kin-
ship, and the constitution of the person, as well as the dialectical relationship
between cosmological schema and forms of social organization, have avoided the
shortcomings of both idealist sociologism (for example, Clastres) and empiricist
sociologism (for example, Chagnon)—two forms of sociologism that mirror natu-
ralism and fail to identify or explain the cross-cultural variability of Amazonian
social systems.

In Marriage among the Trio (1969), the monograph based on his doctoral dis-
sertation and the first extensive and rigorous ethnographic work entirely dedicated
to Amazonian kinship systems, Riviére explored all aspects of post-marital resi-
dence arrangements, a crucial social institution throughout Amazonia. Having
carefully distinguished prescriptive marriage rules from descriptive ones, he in-
sisted that expressing these rules in genealogical terms was misleading, because
such expression did not correspond to the indigenous point of view, which ex-
presses relationships in categorical rather than genealogical terms. Trio social phi-
losophy works at conceptually blurring genealogy and co-residence. He concluded
that prescriptive alliance does not necessarily operate between enduring groups.
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In Individual and Society in Guiana (1984), he generalized from his own data
and from the ethnographic insights of other specialists to draw a clear and forceful
picture of the kinship logic of Guiana societies, which is that, ideally, a settlement
is composed of a group of bilaterally related kin, with, given the preference for
settlement endogamy, the added fact that affines also form part of co-residential
kin groups. The ideal settlement is composed of a set of siblings co-residing with
their spouses and children who do not differentiate, terminologically or otherwise,
between the fact of consanguinity and the fact of co-residency. Its endogamous
nature is often based on a peculiar combination of polygyny and the brother—sister
relationship. The challenge in writing this sober comparative study outlining the
structural features specific to Amazonian societies was to develop conceptual tools
for the positive characterization of societies which are intrinsically amorphous and
highly individualistic, and lack formal social groupings, such as the clan, moiety,
lineage, or age-set. Riviére’s characterization of kinship system and social organi-
sation in the Guianas illustrates his talent for delineating the field of investigation
in a way that continues to influence the development of social anthropological re-
search in Amazonia.

Discussions of Amazonian social classifications, in particular the meaning and
practice of affinity, could hardly begin without Riviére’s seminal contribution on
the Trio. Both his stress on the fact that ‘throughout the region it is the affinal rela-
tionships that are politically important because they contain the potential for
expressing hierarchy’ (1984: 73), and his contrast between affinability (i.e. the
potential for becoming an affine) and affinity, or between related and unrelated
affines (ibid.: 56), have directly influenced the current thesis regarding potential
affinity, which detaches the notion of affinity not just from the genealogical refer-
ent of cross-cousin, but from kinship altogether (Viveiros de Castro and Fausto
1993).

His famous Malinowski lecture on the couvade (Riviére 1974), which elabo-
rates the fundamental Amazonian discontinuity between the body and the soul,
constituted an early attempt to provide a theory of the created person in Amazonia.
While stressing the ‘detachability’ (or the ‘unconfinability’) of the soul, it placed
the human body at the very core of a form of politics that renders the management
of social distance extremely difficult in the region, and mediation, or some form of
solidarity with outsiders, hardly possible at all. Furthermore, Riviére’s seminal
idea that what he called, for lack of a better sociological term, individualism in the
Guianas resulted from the fact that ‘societal and individual relationships re-
mainfed] at the same order of complexity’ (1984: 98), anticipated Seeger et al.’s
thesis (1979) that Amazonian societies are not structured by sociological units, but
in terms of the circulation of symbols and substances which guarantee social con-
tinuity and reproduction more effectively than the lineal transmission of physical
substances. And when new ethnographic work on the central Gé and Tukanos be-
came available in the late 1970s to 1980s, he was then able to confirm his intuition
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that no distinction can be made in Amazonia between the reproduction of society
and the reproduction of the person, for social structures relate to the construction
of the individual and the fabrication of the body, rather than to the definition of
groups and the transmission of goods, as, for instance, in Africa.

Like other Amazonianists, Riviere has welcomed and fully embraced the ma-
jor turn in social anthropology by which people are no longer viewed as recipients
of the environment, culture, social institutions, or past events, but recognised as
active historical agents. He readily and unambiguously traces the move from con-
sidering history as happening to people to fully admitting that people make their
own history back to the influence of feminist theory on anthropological thinking.
This move has made him even keener to establish a clear separation between
Western historiography and indigenous ethnohistories. He therefore accepts that
historical sources on Guyana should not be used as uncritically as he did in his
B.Litt thesis (1963). Names of tribes are not purely objective historiographic data,
and European history is not native history. In the recorded interview conducted
while this introduction was being written, Riviére clearly separated what he writes
as a historian (see Absent-minded Imperialism [1995] and his forthcoming biogra-
phy of Schomburgk) from what he writes as an anthropologist.

Whereas Riviére accepts the fundamental shift in anthropology from structure
and meaning to agency and practice, and welcomes the new interest in historical
agency, his ethnohistorical approach does not lead him to attempt to understand
the historical experience of those who have undergone domination and coloniza-
tion, or what these historical events mean today. His historical lens is not so much
focused on the colonial encounter, but rather on temporality from a native perspec-
tive. For example, generational continuity, he reminds us (Riviére 1993), is often
articulated with reference to the principles of substitution and replication, and ex-
pressed in botanical metaphors. Rather than a rapprochement with history, which
leads anthropologists either to take a historical perspective or to treat historical
material anthropologically, like Lévi-Strauss and all Amazonianists influenced by
French structuralism, Riviére prefers to explore indigenous understandings of time
and space. He has long reflected on Amazonian notions of time, in particular the
ways in which ‘time is embedded in and represented by space’ (1984: 99). Ama-
zonian ethnohistories represent the diversity of ways in which, or the degrees to
which, these societies incorporate notions of time and space. In all these cultures,
there is a continuous, non-linear time, which is always there and is indistinguish-
able from the cosmos of which it forms a part. This continuous time, he says, is
just like space; temporal discontinuities are located in continuous time just as set-
tlements are dispersed throughout the forest, for these rather amorphous societies
exist within a narrow time scale. Not only is the settlement formed by co-ordinates
of time and space, it is also constituted by a network of social relationships which
are ordered by a system of classification that is self-perpetuating. It is a system that
not only allocates people in this generation, but also ensures appropriate realloca-
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tion in the next. It is the combination of these factors that gives meaning to the
present and assurance of continuity. It is because many Amazonian societies exist
in a narrow time scale that the present contains proof of the past and promise of
the future, that minimal differences exist between synchronic and diachronic per-
spectives (ibid.: 102), and that the settlement (or the house) as a process becomes
the relevant level of social analysis. This also explains why social determinants
and historical factors are more important than ecological ones in explaining the
size of settlements, and why village history is political history (ibid.: 31).

The articles collected here are based on papers that were given at a conference
organized at Linacre College, Oxford, on 17-18 December 1998 to celebrate Peter
Riviére’s life-time contribution to anthropology. Carlin’s essay discusses from a
linguistic point of view the highly transformational world of the Trio also studied
by Riviére (1994), in which men become jaguars or eagles and vice versa by
changing their skin or clothes. She shows that, linguistically speaking, the relation-
ship between external appearance and inherent reality is always clearly stated in
Trio by means of morphemes that chart the differences between ‘being X’, ‘being
like X’ and ‘having the appearance of being X’. Heinen’s contribution takes as its
starting-point a remark by Riviére in his 1984 work on Amerindian social organi-
zation on the ambiguity of cross-cousin terms for members of the opposite sex in
the Guiana highlands. By focusing on a single Pemon group, the Kamarakoto,
Heinen endeavours to show that the apparent absence of terms for opposite sex
cross-cousins is not systemic, but an artefact of the dispersed settlement pattern of
the Pemon and the ensuing tendency to redefine some children of opposite-sex
cross-cousins as marriageable ‘nephews’ and ‘nieces’. Mentore engages three
sources (the state documents of Guyana, the scholarly literature on the region and
the oral discourse of the Waiwai) on the interpretation of Amerindian death, and,
in particular, the Taruma/Kuase demise. Hoefle takes inspiration from Riviére’s
work on the cattle-ranching cultures that developed during the colonial period on
the frontier between Brazil and the former British Guiana and his early work on
sorcery accusations to analyse the cultural construction of violence among the
ranchers of the Sertdo of north-east Brazil. In the final article, Ossio bases his dis-
cussion of Andean pre- and post-Columbian funerary rituals on Riviére’s (1974)
analysis of the typically South American trusting of the soul and the body of indi-
viduals to different persons.

These five tributes from colleagues and former students of Peter’s who have
worked in the Guiana Shield and Andean Peru areas clearly invoke Peter’s consid-
erable regional expertise and the varied contributions he has made to anthropol-
ogy. By locating the analysis of individuals within dynamic regional structures,
and through the range of topics they cover (descent and affinity, death, ritual and
shamanic discourse, the human person, power and reproduction, modernisation
and social transformations), these essays contribute to showing how, in Peter’s
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own words, ‘a society collaborates in the production of a particular type of ethno-
graphic writing’ (Riviére 2000: 42).

REFERENCES

RiviEre, PETER 1963. An Ethnographic Survey of the Indians on the Divide of the
Guianese and Amazonian River Systems, University of Oxford: B. Litt thesis.
... 1969. Marriage among the Trio, Oxford: Clarendon Press.
. 1974. ‘The Couvade: A Problem Reborn’, Man, Vol. IX, no. 3, pp. 423-35 [Mali-
nowski Memorial Lecture 1974].
... 1984. Individual and Society in Guiana, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
. 1993. “The Amerindianization of Descent and Affinity’, L’Homme, Vol. XXXIII,
nos. 24 (issues 126-8), pp. 507-16.
... 1994 [1996]. ‘WYSINWYG in Amazonia’, JASO, Vol. XXV, no. 3, pp. 255-62.
. 1995. Absent-Minded Imperialism: Britain and the Expansion of Empire in Nine-
teenth-Century Brazil, London and New York: Tauris Academic Studies.
. 2000. ‘Indians and Cowboys: Two Fields of Experience’, in P. Dresch, W. James,
and D. Parkin (eds.), Anthropologists in a Wider World, Oxford: Berghahn Books.
SEEGER, A., R. DA MATTA, and E. VIVEIROS DE CASTRO 1979. ‘A constudo da pes soa
nas sociedades indigenas brasileiras’, Boletim do Museu Nacional de Antopologia,
no. 32, pp. 1-20.
VIVEIROS DE CASTRO, E., and C. FAUSTO 1993. ‘La puissance et I’acte: la parenté dans
les basses terres d’Amérique du Sud’, L’Homme, Vol. XXXIII, nos. 24 (126-8),
pp. 141-70.



JASO 30/3 (1999): 219-232

PETER RIVIERE: COMPLETE BIBLIOGRAPHY

COMPILED BY LAURA RIVAL

Theses

1963. B. Litt. An Ethnographic Survey of the Indians on the Divide of the
Guianese and Amazonian River Systems, University of Oxford (unpublished).

1965. D. Phil. The Social Organisation of the Trio Indians of Surinam, University
of Oxford (unpublished).

Authored Books
1969. Marriage among the Trio: A Principle of Social Organization, Oxford:
Clarendon Press.

1972. The Forgotten Frontier: Ranchers of North Brazil, New York: Holt,
Rinehart and Winston.

1984. Individual and Society in Guiana: A Comparative Study of Amerindian So-
cial Organization, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

1987. [with Cees Koelewijn] The Oral Literature of the Trio Indians of Surinam,
Dordrecht and Providence: Foris Publications (Koninklijk Instituut voor Taal-,
Land, en Volkenkunde, Caribbean Studies, 6).

1995. Absent-Minded Imperialism: Britain and the Expansion of Empire in Nine-
teenth-Century Brazil, London and New York: Tauris Academic Studies.

1998. Christopher Columbus, Stroud: Sutton Publishing.

Edited Books

1970. Primitive Marriage, by J. F. McLennnan [1865], Chicago: University of
Chicago Press.



220 Peter Riviére: Complete Bibliography

1978. The Origin of Civilisation, by John Lubbock [1870], Chicago: University of
Chicago Press.

Translations
1972. Lucien Lévy-Bruhl, by Jean Cazeneuve, Oxford: Basil Blackwell.

1975. The Notebooks on Primitive Mentality of Lucien Lévy-Bruhl, Oxford: Basil
Blackwell.

1994. Four Letters to Radcliffe-Brown from Durkheim and Mauss, J4SO, Vol.
XXV, no. 2, 169-78 [translation and commentary].

Articles in Journals

1966. ‘A Note on Marriage with the Sister’s Daughter’, Man, Vol. 1, no. 4, pp.
550-6.

1966. ‘Age: A Determinant of Social Classification’, Southwestern Journal of An-
thropology, Vol. XXIl, no. 1, pp. 43-60.

1966. ‘Oblique Discontinuous Exchange: A New Formal Type of Prescriptive Al-
liance’, American Anthropologist, Vol. LXVIII, no. 3, pp. 738—40.

1966. ‘A Policy for the Trio Indians of Surinam’, Nieuwe West- Indzsche Gids, Vol.
XLV, nos. 2-3, pp. 95-120 (including 6 photographs)

1966—67. ‘Some Ethnographic Problems of Southern Guyana’, Folk 8-9, pp. 301
12 (Festschrift for Jens Yde).

1967. ‘The Caboclo and Brazilian Attitudes’, Bulletin of the Society for Latin
American Studies, Vol. VIII, pp. 18-21.

1967. ‘The Honour of Sanchez’, Man, Vol. I1, no. 4, pp. 569-83.

1974. ‘Some Problems in the Comparative Study of Carib Societies’, Atti de XL
Congresso Internazionale degli Americanisti, Vol. 11, pp. 639—43, Genoa: Til-
gher.

1974. ‘The Couvade: A Problem Reborn’, Man, Vol. IX, no. 3, pp. 423-35 [Mali-
nowski Memorial Lecture 1974].



Peter Riviére: Complete Bibliography 221

1981. ‘The Wages of Sin is Death: Some Aspects of Evangelisation among the
Trio Indians’, J4SO, Vol. X1, no. 1, pp. 1-13.

1981. ‘A Report on the Trio Indians of Surinam’, Nieuwe West-Indische Gids, Vol.
LV, nos. 1-2, pp. 1-38.

1983. [with Christopher M. Lynch and Bennett Dyke] ‘Estimating Vital Rates
from Incomplete Pedigrees’, Human Biology, Vol. LV, no. 1, pp. 63-72.

1984. [with T. B. Gage and B. Dyke] ‘Estimating Mortality from Two Censuses:
An Application to the Trio of Surinam’, Human Biology, Vol. LVI, no. 3, pp.
489-501.

1984. [with T. B. Gage and B. Dyke] ‘The Population Dynamics and Fertility of
the Trio of Surinam: An Application of a Two Census Method’, Human Biol-
ogy, Vol. LVI, no. 4, pp. 691-701.

1985. ‘Unscrambling Parenthood: The Warnock Report’ Anthropology Today,
Vol. I, no. 4, pp. 2-7.

1985. ‘Changing Shapes and Directions: The Decade Ahead’, 4S4 Newsletter, no.
4, pp. 9-19.

1987. ‘Nuevas Tendencias en la Antropologia Social Britdnica’, Anales de la Fun-
dacion Joaquin Costa, no. 4, pp. 33-50.

1989. ‘New Trends in British Social Anthropology’, Cadernos do Noroeste, Vol.
11, nos. 2-3, pp. 7-23.

1995. ‘AAE na Amaz0nia’, Revista de Antropologia, Vol. XXXVIIL, no. 1, pp.
191-203.

1994. [publ. 1996] ‘WYSINWYG in Amazonia’, J4SO, Vol. XXV, no. 3, pp.
255-62.

1997. ‘Caribiske Sjaeleanliggender: efter Fock’, Tidsskriftet Antropologi, 1997,
nos. 35-6, pp. 183-91.

1997. ‘Carib Soul Matters: Since Fock’, JASO, Vol. XXVIII, no. 2, pp. 139--48.

1998. ‘From Science to Imperialism: Robert Schomburgk’s Humanitarianism’,
Archives of Natural History, Vol. XXV, no. 1, pp. 1-8.



222 Peter Riviére: Complete Bibliography

Chapters in Edited Volumes

1969. ‘Myth and Material Culture: Some Symbolic Interrelations in Forms of
Symbolic Action’, in R. F. Spencer (ed.), Annual Spring Meeting of the
American Ethnological Society, Seattle: University of Washington Press, pp.
151-66.

1970. ‘Factions and Exclusions in Two South American Village Systems’, in Mary
Douglas (ed.), Witchcraft Confessions and Accusations, London: Tavistock
Publications (ASA Monographs, 9), pp. 245-55.

1971. ‘The Political Structure of the Trio Indians as Manifested in a System of
Ceremonial Dialogue’, in T. O. Beidelman (ed.), The Translation of Culture,
London: Tavistock Publications, pp. 293-311.

1971. ‘Marriage: A Reassessment’, in Rodney Needham (ed.), Rethinking Kinship
and Marriage, London: Tavistock Publications (ASA Monographs, 11), pp.
57-74.

1977. ‘Some Problems in the Comparative Study of Carib Societies’, in Ellen B.
Basso (ed.), Carib-Speaking Indians: Culture, Society and Language, Tucson:
Arizona University Press (Anthropological Papers of the University of Ari-
zona, 28), pp. 3941.

1983-84. ‘Aspects of Carib Political Economy’, in A. B. Colson and H. D. Heinen
(eds.), Themes in Political Organisation: The Caribs and their Neighbours,
Anthropologica, Vols. LIX-LXIL, pp. 349-58.

1987. ‘Of Women, Men and Manioc’, in H. O. Skar and F. Salomon (eds.), Na-
tives and Neighbours in South America: Anthropological Essays, Gothenburg:
Gothenburg Ethnographic Museum (Etnologiska Studien, 38), pp. 178-201.

1987. ‘South American Indians: Indians of the Tropical Forest’, in Mircea Eliade
et al. (eds.), Encyclopedia of Religion, New York: Macmillan, Vol. XIII, pp.
472-81.

1988. [with B. Dyke] ‘The Effect of Preference Rules on Marriage Patterns’, in C.
G. N. Mascie-Taylor and A. G. Boyce (eds.), Human Mating Patterns, Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 183-90.

1995. ‘Ambiguous Environments’, in Magnus Morner and M. Rosendall (eds.),
Threatened Peoples and Environments in the Americas, Vol. I, Stockholm: In-
stitute of Latin American Studies, University of Stockholm (Proceedings of
the 48th International Congress of Americanist Studies), pp. 39-50.



Peter Riviere: Complete Bibliography 223

1995. ‘Houses, Places and People: Community and Continuity in Guiana’, in Janet
Carsten and Stephen Hugh-Jones (eds.), About the House: Lévi-Strauss and
Beyond, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 472-81.

1995. ‘William Robertson Smith and John Ferguson McLennan: The Aberdeen
Roots of British Social Anthropology’, in William Johnstone (ed.), William
Robertson Smith: Essays in Reassessment, Sheffield: Sheffield Academic
Press (Journal for the Study of the Old Testament, Supplement Series 189),
pp- 292-302.

1999. ‘Shamanism and the Unconfined Soul’, in M. James and C. Crabbe (eds.),
From Soul to Self, London and New York: Routledge, pp. 70-88.

2000. ‘Indians and Cowboys: Two Fields of Experience’, in P. Dresch, W. James,
and D. Parkin (eds.), Anthropologists in a Wider World, Oxford: Berghahn,
pp. 2743. -

2000. ‘The more we are together....”, in J. Overing and A. Passes (eds.), The An-
thropology of Love and Anger: The Aesthetics of Conviviality in Native Ama-
zonmia, London: Routledge, pp. 252—67.

Review and Catalogue Articles

1980. Dialectical Societies, edited by David Maybury-Lewis, Man, Vol. XV, no.
3, pp. 533-40.

1992. ‘Baskets and Basketmakers of the Amazon’, in Linda Mowat, Howard Mor-
phy, and Penny Dransart (eds.), Basketmakers: Meaning and Form in Native
American Baskets, Oxford: Pitt Rivers Museum (Pitt Rivers Museum Mono-
graphs, 5), pp. 147-58.

1993. ‘The Amerindianization of Descent and Affinity’, L ’Homme, Vol. XXXIII,
nos. 2—4 (issues 126-8), pp. 507-16.

Book Reviews
1963. Les Noirs Refugiés Boni de la Guyane Frangaise, by Jean Hurault, Man,
Vol. LXIII, article 143, p. 115.

1965. The Savage and the Innocent, by David Maybury-Lewis, The Teacher, 24
September, p. 9.



224 Peter Riviere: Complete Bibliography

1966. God'’s People: West Indian Pentecostal Sects in England, by Malcolm J. C.
Calley, Times Literary Supplement, no. 3341 (10 March), p. 207.

1966. The Relevance of Models for Social Anthropology, edited by Michael Ban-
ton, Bijdragen tot de Taal-, Land- en Volkenkunde, Vol. CXXIl, no. 1, pp.
173-8.

1966. Hawks of the Sun, by G. L. C. Faron, Sociologus, Vol. XVI, no. 1, pp. 98-9.

1966. Anthropological Approaches to the Study of Religion, edited by Michael
Banton, Man, Vol. I, no. 3, pp. 406-7.

1967. Akwe-Shavante Society, by David Maybury-Lewis, The Cambridge Review,
Vol. LXXXIX, no. 2146 (29 April), pp. 309-10.

1967. Religions et Magies Indiennes d’Amérique du Sud, by Alfred Métraux,
Times Literary Supplement, no. 3411 (13 July), p. 623.

1969. Los Warao, by Maria Matilde Suarez, American Anthropologist, Vol. LXXI,
no. 1, pp. 113-14.

1970. Lévi-Strauss, by Edmund Leach, and Genesis as Myth and Other Essays, by
Edmund Leach, New Society, no. 383 (29 January), p. 188.

1970. Le Massacre des Indians, by Lucien Bodard, and The Abolition of the Bra-
zilian Slave Trade, by Leslie Bethell, New Society, no. 394 (16 April), pp.
650-1.

1970. The Raw and the Cooked, by Claude Lévi-Strauss, Nature, Vol. 226, no.
5248 (30 May), p. 875.

1970. Kinship and the Social Order, by Meyer Fortes, and Time and Social Struc-
ture and Other Essays, by Meyer Fortes, Times Literary Supplement, no. 3571
(7 August), p. 880.

1970. The Ritual Process, by Victor W. Turner, Times Literary Supplement, no.
3574 (28 August), p. 945.

1970. The Upper Amazon, by Donald Lathrap, Times Literary Supplement, no.
3580 (9 October), p. 1170.

1970. The Negro in the New World, by Sir Harry Johnston, New Society, no. 431
(31 December), p. 1176.

1971. Crusade for Justice, by 1da B. Wells, New Society, no. 437 (11 February), p.
246.



Peter Riviere: Complete Bibliography 225

1971. The Naturalist on the River Amazon, by H. W. Bates, and Henry Walter
Bates: Naturalist of the Amazons, by G. Woodcock, Journal of Latin Ameri-

can Studies, Vol. 111, no. 1, pp. 94-5.

1971. Claude Lévi-Strauss, by Octavio Paz, Journal of Latin American Studies,
Vol. I, no. 1, pp. 113~-14.

1971. The Social Anthropology of Latin America, edited by W. Goldschmidt and
H. Hoijer, Man, Vol. VI, no. 2, pp. 318-19.

1971. In the Eyes of the Ancestors, by June Nash, Journal of Latin American Stud-
ies, Vol. 111, no. 2, pp. 209-10.

1971. Mato Grosso, by Anthony Smith, Times Literary Supplement, no. 3641 (10
December), p. 1546.

1971. The Bolivian Aymara, by Hans and Judith-Maria Buechler, Man, Vol. VI,
no. 4, pp. 714-15.

1972. Three Styles in the Study of Kinship, by J. A. Barnes, J4SO, Vol. 11, no. 1,
p. 52.

1972. Half a Dozen of the Other, by Sebastian Snow, and The Forgotten Tribes of
Guyana, by W. M. Ridgewell, Times Literary Supplement, no. 3676 (11 Au-
gust), p. 936.

1972. A General Theory of Magic, by Marcel Mauss (transl. Robert Brain), New
Society, no. 520 (21 September), pp. 565-6.

1972. Les Derniers Adorateurs du Peytol, by Marino Benzi, Times Literary Sup-
plement, no. 3681 (22 September), p. 1094.

1972. One Father, One Blood: Descent and Group Structure among the Melpa
People, by Andrew Strathern, JASO, Vol. III, no. 3, p. 158.

1973. For Better, For Worse, by Marika Hanbury Tenison, Times Literary Sup-
plemen, no. 3701 (9 February), p. 147.

1973. Indiens de la Renaissance, by Jean de Léry, Times Literary Supplement, no.
3705 (9 March), p. 258.

1973. From Honey to Ashes, by Claude Lévi-Strauss, Nature, Vol. CCXLIII, no.
5401 (4 May), pp. 47-8.

1973. Applied Anthropology, by Roger Bastide (transl. Alice L. Morton), New So-
ciety, Vol. XXIV, no. 553 (10 May), p. 316.



226 Peter Riviere: Complete Bibliography

1973. A Question of Survival, by Robin Hanburg-Tenison, Times Literary Supple-
J ment, no. 3176 (23 May), p. 583.

1973. The Jivaro: People of the Sacred Waterfalls, by Michael J. Harner, Times
Literary Supplement, no. 3729 (23 August), p. 985.

1973. The Maroni River Caribs of Surinam, by Peter Kloos, Bijdragen tot de Taal-,
Land- en Volkenkunde, Vol. CXXIX, no. 2, pp. 359-63.

1973. Anthropologists and Anthropology: The British School 1922-1972, by
Adam Kuper, Nature, no. 5425 (19 October), p. 395.

1973. Uncertainties in Peasant Farming: A Colombian Case, by S. R. Ortiz, Man,
Vol. VIIL, no. 4, pp. 653-4.

1973. Elementary Structures Reconsidered: Lévi-Strauss on Kinship, by Francis
Korn, JASO, Vol. IV, no. 3, pp. 185-6.

1974. The Tribe that Hides from Man, by Adrian Cowell, and 4 Young Man'’s
Journey, by Nicholas Guppy, Times Literary Supplement, no. 3750 (18 Janu-

ary), p. 58.

1974. Eating Disorders: Obesity, Anorexia Nervosa and the Person Within, by
Hilda Bruch, New Statesman (1 March), pp. 269-7.

1974. To Hunt in the Morning, by Janet Siskind, Times Literary Supplement, no.
3764 (26 April), p. 448.

1974. Structuralism: An Introduction, edited by David Robey, Man, Vol. IX, no. 3,
p. 502.

1974. Peyote Hunt, by Barbara G. Myerhoff, Times Literary Supplement, no. 3796
(6 December), p. 1360.

1975. Principles of Tzeltal Plant Classification, by Brent Berlin, Dennis E.
Breedlove, and Peter H. Raven, Man, Vol. X, no. 1, pp. 165-6.

1975. Women of the Forest, by Yolande and Robert F. Murphy, Times Literary
Supplement, no. 3834 (5 September), p. 1000.

1975. What Are Norms?, by Francesca M. Cancian, Times Literary Supplement,
no. 3845 (21 November), p. 1394.

1975. Law and Social Change in Zinacantan, by Jane F. Collier, and Iliness and
Shamanistic Curing in Zinacantan, by Horacio Fabrega and Daniel B. Silver,
Journal of Latin American Studies, Vol. VII, no. 2, pp. 342-3.



Peter Riviére: Complete Bibliography 227

1975. Implicit Meanings, by Mary Douglas, New Society, no. 687 (4 December), p.
558.

1976. Navajo Kinship and Marriage, by Gary Witherspoon, Times Literary Sup-
plement, no. 3861 (12 March), p. 286.

1976. Chamulas in the World of the Sun: Time and Space in a Maya Oral Tradi-
tion, by Gary Gossen, Journal of Latin American Studies, Vol. VIII, no. 1, pp.
174-5.

1976. Under the Rainbow, by Jean-Paul Dumont, Times Literary Supplement, no.
3882 (6 August), p. 992.

1976. The Shaman and the Jaguar, by Reichel-Dolmatoff, In the Magic Land of
Peyote, by Fernando Benitez, and The Coca Leaf and Cocaine Papers, edited
by George Andrews and David Solomon, Journal of Latin American Studies,
Vol. VIII, no. 2, pp. 346-8.

1976. The Mexican Kickapoo Indians, by F. A. Latorre and D. L. Latorre, Times
Literary Supplement, no. 3900 (10 December), p. 1540.

1977. The Fate of Shechem, or the Politics of Sex, by Julian Pitt-Rivers, New Soci-
ety, no. 760 (28 April), pp. 183-4.

1977. The Social Anthropology of Radcliffe-Brown, edited by Adam Kuper, New
Society, no. 768 (23 June), p. 620.

1977. Relationships, Residence and the Individual: A Rural Panamanian Commu-
nity, by Stephen Gudeman, Man, Vol. XII, no. 1, p. 194.

1977. Le Cercle des Feux, by Jacques Lizot, Man, Vol. XII, no. 1, p. 196.
1977. Sacha Runa, by Norman Whitten, Man, Vol. XII, no. 1, pp. 208-9.

1977. Sex and Temperament in Three Primitive Societies, by Margaret Mead, New
Society, no. 733 (28 July), p. 197.

1977. Patrons and Clients in Mediterranean Studies, edited by Ernest Gellner and
John Waterbury, New Society, no. 785 (20 October), p. 143.

1977. Life on a Half Share, by Milan Stuchlik, Journal of Latin American Studies,
Vol. IX, no. 2, pp. 376-7.

1978. Un Mundo Dividido, by Roberto da Matta, Man, Vol. XIII, no. 1, pp. 146-7.



228 Peter Riviere. Complete Bibliography

1978. Symbols and Sentiments, edited by loan Lewis, New Society, no. 797 (12
January), pp. 84-5.

1978. The Transformation of the Hummingbird, by Eva Hart, Times Literary Sup-
plement, no. 3966 (7 April), p. 394.

1978. Mehinaku: The Drama of Daily Life in a Brazilian Indian Village, by Tho-
mas Gregor, Man, Vol. XIII, no. 2, pp. 329-30.

1978. Welcome of Tears: The Tapirapé Indians of Central Brazil, by Charles
Wagley, Man, Vol. XIIl, no. 2, p. 334.

1979. Red Gold, by John Hemming, Journal of Latin American Studies, Vol. XI,
no. 1, pp. 233-4.

1979. Xingu, by Maureen Bisilliat, Quarto, no. 2, p. 5.

1980. The Headman and I, by Jean-Paul Dumont, American Ethnologist, Vol. VII,
no. 1, p. 213.

1980. The Man-Eating Myth, by W. Arens, Man, Vol. XV, no. 1, pp. 203-5.

1980. The River Amazon, by Alex Shoumatoff, From the Milk River, by C. Hugh-
Jones, and The Palm and the Pleiades, by S. Hugh-Jones, Third World Quar-
terly, Vol. 11, no. 4, pp. 809-12.

1982. Why Marry Her?, by Luc de Heusch, Times Literary Supplement, no. 4116
(19 February), p. 195.

1982. The Politics of Reproductive Ritual, by K. and J. Paige, and Emerging from
the Chrysalis, by Bruce Lincoln, Times Literary Supplement, no. 4124 (16
April), p. 444.

1982. Brazil: Anthropological Perspectives—Essays in Honor of Charles Wagley,
edited by Maxine L. Margolis and William E. Carter, Journal of Latin Ameri-
can Studies, Vol. X1V, no. 1, pp. 243-4.

1982. Nature and Society in Central Brazil: The Suya Indians of Mato Grosso, by
Anthony Seeger, Man, Vol. XVII, no. 2, pp. 380-1.

1982. Cultural Transformations and Ethnicity in Modern Ecuador, edited by
Norman Whitten, J4SO, Vol. XIII, no. 2, pp. 198-9.

1982. Makuna Social Organisation, by Kaj Arhem, Man, Vol. X VI, no. 3, pp.
562-3.



Peter Riviere: Complete Bibliography 229

1982. Son of Tecun Umdn, by J. D. Sexton, The Daykeeper, by B. N. and L. M.
Colby, and The Indian Christ, The Indian King, by V. R. Bricker, Journal of
Latin American Studies, Vol. X1V, no. 2, pp. 480-2.

1982. Icon and Conquest, by Bernadette Bucher, Man, Vol. XVII, no. 4, pp. 808—
9.

1983. Order Without Government, by David J. Thomas, Man, Vol. XVIII, no. 2,
pp- 427-9.

1984. The Ethnography of Cannibalism, edited by Paula Brown and Donald Tuzin,
JASO, Vol. XV, no. 1, p. 73.

1984. The Cosmic Zygote, by Peter G. Roe, Man, Vol. XIX, no. 2, pp. 347-8.

1985. Ainsi parlaient nos ancétres, by Pierre Grenand, Man, Vol. XX, no. 1, pp.
174-5.

1985. The Fish People, by Jean Jackson, Man, Vol. XX, no. 1, pp. 179-80.

1986. The View from Afar, by Claude Lévi-Strauss, J4SO, Vol. XVII, no. 1, pp.
634.

1986. Vital Souls: Bororo Cosmology, Natural Symbolism and Shamanism, by J.
C. Crocker, Man, Vol. XX], no. 2, pp. 362-3.

1986. Adaptive Responses of Native Amazonians, edited by R. B. Hames and W.
T. Vickers, Man, Vol. XXI, no. 2, pp. 366—7.

1986. Marriage Practices in Lowland South America, edited by K. M. Kensinger,
Man, Vol. XXI, no. 2, pp. 371-2.

1986. Anxious Pleasures, by Thomas Gregor, Man, Vol. XXI, no. 3, pp. 565-6.

1987. La Nature Domestique, by P. Descola, Man, Vol. XXII, no. 4, pp. 754-5.

1988. Amazon Frontier, by John Hemming, Man, Vol. XXIII, no. 1, pp. 186-7.

1989. Contribuciones al Estudio de la Mitologia y Astronomia de los Indios de las
Guayanas, by E. Magafia, Bijdragen tot de Taal-, Land- en Volkenkunde, Vol.
CXLV, no. 1, pp. 182-3.

1989. Wora, la Déesse Cachée, by Jean Monod, American Ethnologist, Vol. X VI,
no. 2, pp. 397-8.



230 Peter Riviere: Complete Bibliography

1990. Orion y la Mujer Pléyades, by E. Magafia, American Ethnologist, Vol.
XVII, no. 2, pp. 400-1.

1990. Dictionnaire Waydpi-Frangais, by F. Grenand, Man, Vol. XXV, no. 2, p.
362.

1991. Alabi’s World, by R. Price, Man, Vol. XXVI, no. 2, p. 373.
1991. To Weave and Sing, by D. M. Guss, JASO, Vol. XXII, no. 2, pp. 186-7.
1991. The Power of Love, by F. Santos-Granero, Man, Vol. XXVI, no. 4, p. 777.

1992, Histoire de Lynx, by C. Lévi-Strauss, Current Anthropology, Vol. XXXIII,
no. 2, pp. 238-9.

1992. Demystifying Mentalities, by G. E. R. Lloyd, J4SO, Vol. XXIII, no. 2, pp.
181-2.

1994. Keepers of the Sacred Chants, by Jonathan Hill, Man, Vol. XXIX, no. 4, pp.
1016-17.

1995. The Wanano Indians of the Brazilian Amazon: A Sense of Space, by Janet
M. Chernela, Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, Vol. 1, no. 1, pp.
206-7.

1995. In the Society of Nature: A Native Ecology in Amazonia, by P. Descola,
Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, Vol. 1, no. 3, pp. 656-7.

1995. The Culture of Flowers, by Jack Goody, JASO, Vol. XXVI, no. 3, pp. 324—
5. '

1996. Yanomami Warfare: A Political History, by Brian Ferguson, Journal of
Latin American Studies, Vol. XXVIII, no. 2, pp. 262-3.

1996. Amazonian Indians from Prehistory to the Present: Anthropological Per-
spectives, edited by Anna Roosevelt, Bulletin of Latin American Research,
Vol. XV, no. 3, pp. 394-5.

1996. La Paix des Jardins, by Nicolas Journet, Journal of the Royal Anthropologi-
cal Institute, Vol. 1, no. 3, pp. 574-5.

1997. History, Power and Identity: Ethnogenesis in the Americas 1492-1992, ed-
ited by Jonathan D. Hill, Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, Vol.
II1, no. 3, pp. 604-5.



Peter Riviere: Complete Bibliography 231

1998. One River, by Wade Davis, Times Literary Supplement, no. 4952 (27 Febru-
ary), p. 31.- :

1998. A Visit to the Ranquel Indians, by Lucio Mansilla, J4SO, Vol. XXIX, no. 1,
pp. 98-100.

2000. Red Rubber, Bleeding Trees, by Michael Stanfield, and Cosmos, Self, and
History in Baniwa Religion, by Robin Wright, Journal of Latin American
Studies, Vol. XXXII, pp. 268-70.

Editorials and Editorial Comments

1977. ‘Ethnographic Cuckoos’ (Commentary on Vogt’s Tortillas for the Gods),
Times Literary Supplement, no. 3908 (4 February), p. 128.

1978. ‘The Amerindian Arts’, Times Literary Supplement, no. 3983 (4 August), p.
888.

Film Reviews

1989. ‘The Kayapé [Disappearing World]’, Visual Anthropology, Vol. 11, no. 1,
pp. 213-15.

Newspaper Articles

1972. ‘Tribes without Chiefs’, The Listener, Vol. LXXXVIII, no. 2269 (21 Sep-
tember), pp. 365-6 (originally broadcast in the series ‘Are Hierarchies Neces-
sary?’, Third Programme, 31 July 1972).

1973. ‘Rite to Live’ (Observations), New Society, Vol. XXIII, no. 535 (4 January),
p- 3.

1973. ‘Wed to Science’ (Observations), New Society, Vol. XXIII, no. 539 (1 Feb-
ruary), p. 228.

1981. [with Edmund Leach] ‘How Daily Life in Ruritania Affects Us All’, Times
Higher Education Supplement, no. 429 (23 January), p. 11.



232 Peter Riviére: Complete Bibliography

Letters

1968. ‘Binary Matrix and Shavante Society’, Man, Vol. I, no. 2 (June), p. 315.
1970. ‘Incest and Familiarity’, Man, Vol. V, no. 1 (December), pp. 130-1.
1971. “Yanoama and Trio’, Times Literary Supplement, no. 3611 (14 May), p. 565.

1976. ‘Functions, Contingent and Universal’, Man, Vol. X, no. 3 (September), p.
476.

Unpublished Materials

1964. A Policy for the Trio Indians: Suggestions and Recommendations made to
the Government of Surinam.

1973. “The Lowland South American Culture Area: Towards a Structural Defini-
tion’, Paper presented to the 72nd American Anthropological Association
Meeting, New Orleans.

1981. ‘Female Infanticide and the Fallacy of Misplaced Teleology’, Monro Lec-
ture, Edinburgh.



