BOOE REVIEW

A.S.A, 9. Witchoraft Confesslons and Aocusations,
{ ed. M.Douglas,TavistocksI3h},

The essays in thlas volume waere presented at the A.5.4. oonfer-
ence at Cembridge 1968. They are intended to honour Evans-Pritohard
and to ocommemorate hls justly famous monograph of 1937. But for a
scholar {like Hooart in this respeot) who never beceme infected by
the vulgar posltiviem and scientism introduced into our diseipline
by Radoliffe~-Brown and Malinowski, the ocontents of this bock can
suroly be no real iribute. We are glad to see historianas working
on our iypo of problems In anthropology wo must be grateful fer
soholarship from any souroes. The stance of many of the anthropo-
logista, howover, 1s & lattor=day structural-functionalism that ome
had hopod ocould not survive into the 70'a. iArdener's paper ia ths
only ons to meke real refarence to Lavi-Strauss! work on primitive
thought, and his use of the idea of a template (in the somse this
term has in molecular biclogy) sets it apart from the rost and puts
it in the same olass as Douglas! exoellent artiols on primitive
rationing in AS.A.6. The papers by Pitt-Rivaers, Ruel and Liemhardt
are ocommondablo but most of the others zare uninepired. I might tako
Lewis! "A Structural Approach to Witcharaft and Spirit-Posasession®
as an example. It ropresonts a type of study in the Radoliffe-
Brownian conooption of comparative sociology, tho type of endsavour
whiah Pooook in hias perocseptive and precooiocus introductory beok
(1961) quite rightly says must be abondoned rather than refined.
Correlational eraeraises are, in the sxaoct scianoes, always indica-
tive of inadequete oonoceptual work. And no-one but a sooial
solentlet in this tradition could possibly be mo naive as to
oonoelve the relationship between sooial structurs, belief and
values to bs o simple 23 bhis essay supposes. Tke appesrance of
the term struetural in tho title alaso. seama rather odd (unlass
there 1s & speolal London usage of the word). Surely Chomeky's
work ought to have brought seriously into doubt the explanatory
adequaoy of the type of parametric modol which Radoliffe-Brown
bequeathed us for dealing with any type of mesningful rule-
governed human phenomema? But, 1t scems, many are unsware that there
is any other type of approsch avellable for our disocipline.
Kingsley Davis' oomment in 1959 that funotlonalism ie not a parti-

oular scoial theory bui is soolologleal explanation had all the
gigns of a last desparate stand for one oconception of sooclal science,
but, rnfortunately, it appears that many belisved bim, Boldelman'as
obvioua foeling of disatisfaotion is surely just, and perhaps

t00 polltely axpreesed. The need he indisates for real rethinking
rather than more etudies is requiled not only in this fiold but
thronghout the whole discipline. If the type of work in this book
ie given to s new generation of students in 1971 as current
gooial anthropology 1t may do irreparable harm. It would be no
lose to the agedamic world if suoh a tradition were to disinte-
grate, Bvans-Pritchard in 1937 wes responsible for a redireoction
in anthropological attention, It seams that teecabing in many
dapartmente of this ocouniry goes on unsware of the signifioanxe
that sugh, and other, diffarent approaches ocould have for our

sub ject, Certainly the majority of artioles in this book do not
ramotely approach the degree of intelligant sensitivity in the
treatment of primitive thought which Evans-Pritchard attained

g0 Mmany years ago.

Malgolm Crick ,
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