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“In what wns both theoretlcal and 2 uethod010ﬂ1cal
note, the French socmoloolst and indologist, Louis Dumont nade
the followinf sugzestion: .

: The tine has perhaps come when the rnirror which anthropologists
direct at other societies should be turned back hy then on
‘ourSelves, when we should.try.and forrmlate our own institutions
in comperative language, i.e. in a2 language nodified by what we
heve learnt of different societics, however incorplete 1t gtill
1s..(Dunont 77) .

Along thls line of thlnklnb, we night develop further
the corment by the Indian sociologist, G.S. Ghurye that of all
" the social systens . he has gtudied in the world, ‘it is the
classical Bnglish estate systen that nost resenbles the Hindu
varna schene Tof caste inter-relationships.

Using the varna scherie of Shudra, Valysha, Ksh%trlyg
'and Brahnin, I intend to apply this to an anqus1s of tra-
ditional British soc1ety as it is reflected in the currency
gystenn and in tertain drinking habits as a systen of signs
(Barthes) tensibly representing attitudes in the formation
of their social structure. it the end of the analysis, it
will be shown how these systenms relate and how the forth-
coriing D-Day (15 February,l9T71l) symbolizes recent changes in
the traditional soeinl structure.

The systen of organizing units of nomey into a four-
tiered systen, related in unequal units ‘is unique in the world,
The threc tiered units of currency is usual because these
units are unrelated by any cormon divider. I propose .the
following qllvnnent': : L . -

O . B M ¢ B
SmMNL.".”.“.”Pame'ﬁ;- v
Vaiysh2,ec.esoo..eo5hillings
Kshatriyfeeeees....Pounds ‘sterling
Brahnin..c,.oee.....Guineas

.+~ The lowest of the Enslish estates was the peasant
farner and he conducted nost of his daily business in pence.
The urban proletariat also used this as their prinary nediun
of exch.nge. There is rmuch historical evidence to. show that the
food and"luxury itens" (i.e. tobacco and alcoholic beveraszes)
purchased in previous tines by this lowest rung of the social
ladder in both India and Britain was calculated in pence since
the next unit up, the shilling, was a large sum of money at
one tlde. The Brltlsh Shudra rarely saw shillings.

The Vaiysha or uerch.nt class are often referred to
by the Fr.nconhlle (reluctantly) Brltlsh as "those of the
town" by =& French tern - the Bourgeoisie. These traders dealt
in larger amounts and required larger units fer their conmerce.
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Thi: resulted in the sl.iiling which was calculeted. »fter. the
Conquest, to consist of twelve Shudra units. Tc¢ this day, itens
appropriate to this nerchant cless, -such as books, arc still
quoted in shillings,

The Indian Kshatriya varna of warriors and rulers finds
its equivalent in the urban "civil servant" of Britain., This
group, well-paid end dealing with the affairs of governnent,
required a larger unit of currency with which to conduct their
affairs and this resultedin the construction of a currency tier
equal to twenty Vaiysha units.

These differential esnounts nay be explained as signs
of separation. The threat of Shudra to Vaiysha was low and so
the anount between then slight,.while Vaiyshe anbitions towards
the Kshatriya were greater 1nd so a greater difference was
roquired. It is s%ill not unconnon for British Vaiysha to attenpt
to boogt their social- prestlge by atteﬂptlnb to find Kshatriyas
in their ancestry.

The hereditary and spiritual heads of British society,
the aristocracy; are Brahnin and would have liked to hawe put
as ruch differentiation between themselves and the disliked but
necessary Kshatriya. But, the Kshatriya, as nilitary ficures
and powerful civil servants werc too influential: A1l that was
possible was to construct a fourth tier in the seventeenth
century called the Guinea, only being equal to one Eshatriya
and one Vaiysha unit. However, as the Enpire grew and
Kshatriya power increased, the Guinea was driven out as a -
tangible unit of currency and: wags last ninted in 1813. The
Kshatriys had.triunphed. in the area of their greatest conpetence
and power - the fornal running of civil @overnncnt But, in
areag of ritual, the Brahnin were still dominant and until this
day have naintalned the usage of the Guinea when referring to
the prices of prestige articles such ag the price of pzintings,
prestige hOlld”yS, or other artlcles of quality rltually sonctioned
by the Brahnin., = . .

In the latter part of the twentleth century, the
Kshntriyn have becone riwore and nore inportant. The national
Panchayat, which fornally was rigidly divided into Brahmin
(Lords) and Kshatriya (Cornons) consultative function is mow to
all intents and purposes,a single practical body, with the
Brahning being reducced to nerely ritual functions.

With the coning of the change in the nonetary systen
to a systen of decimals, the last. ubiquitous rituesl. power of
the Brahnins is being threatened., The Kshatriya unit, the
Pound sterling, is the bagig of the newvsystem. The 0l1ld symbol
of Vaiysha subserv1ance, the shilling, is to disappear altogether
and reflccts their rising 1nportﬁnce. The new penny, symbol of
the Shudra, is to be revalued by two hundred and forty percent
to nake it a viable separation between Kshatriya and the Shudra
ag it never was beforec., The Guinea, with its dependence for
synnetry upon both the shilling and the pound, will be nade to
look rldiculous,'as recent publlcatlons on dec1malization
suobost :

& 81gn1flcant point here - is thnt there were, fron the
Viaysha, sugsestions that it would be more practical for
business affairs to base the ncew currency on the "new pound®,
or '"old" ten shillings. The battle for symbolic doninance was
brief but even thoubh n vestige of the Vaiysha (the sixpence)
will renain. for a short, unspecified time, the Kshatriva
victory was complete. It nay be rerenbered that in other sterling
area countries of the Comnonwealth, where the Vaiysha tend to
doninate, their unit of currency has been retained in the forn
of a "dollar" - that is, the shilling base, but without the nane.
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Now, we nay shift to another important locus of
attontion in British zancic’y - the pub, Endless activities
circulate sround it, and the British will nmake any excuse to
ehter it and teoke refreshment. There may be something to the
sharp division between Public-and Saloon when applicd to tac
scherte above, but it is the. various different drinks secrved in
these two sectlons which carry rnore lu zage as a~system of signs.

Thls nost charecterlstlc of 1nst1tutlons, where
behaviour is rituslly prescribed and circunscribed in a variety
of ways has its own internal cohercnce or "boisonlcgique". By
carcfully assigning certain characteristic beveraoges to the
afore-nentloncd four croups an obvious analytic parﬂdiqn enerscs
: Shudra .. .....Beer (Scotch)

Vaiysha .....Cyder (Wine)
Kshatriya.....Scotech (Beer)
Brahnin ......Wine (Cyder)

Processed Beer(WC) gyder . Wine pirmented
Culture . Nature
' ‘ Secoteh X B(SE) -

The first chart nanes vaorious classes in British
society and postulafies the drinks characteristic and alter-
native (in parenthesis) for then. The second dla;ran interprets
their 1ntor-rel<tlonshlps or, -"les structures éicnentﬁlrcs de
la’ parenthbse."

, The Shudra working class idontifies itself with the
nation's beer, but also latently enjoys thc prestige of Scotch.

. The Viaysha iherchants (especially of the cheracteristic south-

western English) take cyder as their daily drink, but aspirc to
Ythe better things in life," with winc as its synbol The
Kshatriya civil servant is a firn scoteh drinker, but will often
take a pint of beer at his local. Lestly the Brahnin-aristocrat
has wine as his synbol, but for a sort of rustic sensibility
will often drink draught or ceven bottled cyder.

The second diagran shows the 1ntcr-rel tlonships
(armatures and axes) of the schene in the first diagran. Wine
and scotch. are on the “stronb and expensive" axis (SE axis),
and reach their apfic in the Brahnln, whereas cyder and beer
are on the "weak and cheap" axis (WC axis). The oppositions
of scotch to wine and beer to wine are based upon both sccietal
and digestive criteria. Cyder and wine enjoy the affinity,
on the other hand, of being at once fruit products and also
the result of sinple fernentatlon, while beer and scotch are

rocessed., This derlves an "F" axis (Fernented) and a "P"
%Processed) exis, respectlvely.'

FPurther,it. nust be p01nted out that there is a con-

. B8R0 "ce in an “R" (for Regional) axis between cyder and
scotch whereas becer and wine are nade in nany placcs. &
fullcr statenent, in nore rigorous fashion of these rclation-
ships,is as follows:

F axis SE Axis : :

C=W s%w C::W: B S(F-I—Fa.x:.s)
B" w é .. . “, e .

B - S o} // B

It is clear that the Shudra hawe an qfflnlty for the
Kshatriya and they swap beverages ‘to symbolize this. They nay
also exchangé wonien hyperganously, while the Vaiysha look to
the Brahnins in a sinilar nanner.This nay be synbolized as:
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In terms of class origin, this is predictable and is
what I would tern the principle of alternmative oppesition.
There is in the sociological literature (Cohen, Simmel) rmucl.
+2 show that ermity exists between .closely corpeting sgroups in
a society and though traditionally the estate systen in Britain
nay have functioned as a systen of inter<relationships, conflict
nay have becone greater in recent years due to influences fron
the West (principally the United States). While this ennity nay
be less noticeable in the urban British centres, where the
systen ceased to exist as a viable unit sone years ago, it
shows appalingly in village Britain. Therefore, to understand
the operation of British social structure, it is to village
Britain we rmust turn rather than the highly Westernized urban
centres. ,

Our second figure can =lso tell us about attitudinal
and stercotypic features of the social structure. is we saw,
therc is a WC axis centering on the Shudra. WC jokes, as
nost know, are of "low" character and are comsidered "dirty",
which is precisely the popular sterecotype of the Shudra, This
lics in opposition to the SE axis of strength culminating in
the Brahnins - the strongest group in the society. The R
axis reflects the regionality of the groups fron their
characteristic drinks - the nost regional products (scotch and
cyder) are representative of Vaiysha and EKshatriya who,
oppositionally, are the nost nobile group in Britain, whereas
the least regional products on the R axis (Wine and becr) are
characteristic of Shudra and Brahmin groups nost tied to the
land in a particular region., The F axis, not yet nentioned,
represented the rclationship of the drinks to food and centres
on the Vaiysha who, as the society's nerchants, are nost
tied to this function as suppliers of sustenance to the social
order. - : : e

I an, of course, not the first to show congfuenqes
between gastrononic prefercnces and social structure. (sce
Levi-Strauss: 411). .

In order to sce better how this works out in terns of
gocial doninance patterns, I have drawn-up a "triangle
boisonaire" frou the previous data: ’

Subservience Raw o NATURE

: - .1 : %oaSt?d - _ '
_ , Wine). .
(=) Ume ol

Air//zf‘K>\yater_
o B :
_ ( + ) . Srioked. ~ Boiled ( + )
B - “Cooked Rotted o
' DOMINANCE - (8cotch) _(BeersCyder)' CULTURE

At the peak of the triangle is the wine-drinking
Brahnin., He drinks a beverage which is nade from a raw fruit
‘which is not allowed %o rot fully, as is the case with cyder.
The "roasted" nust he taken nmetaphorically as this refers to
the carefully prepared and refined technique of the food cof
this group, but nay also have sonmething to do with a wine once
characteristic of this group which is, in effeoct, roasted -
Madeira. At angle B, are the beer drinking Shudra and the
cyder drinking Vaiysha. Beer is boiled in its preparation,
while cyder is the product of rotting fruit. The fact that
these two groups are found here should not be surprising as
they carne historically fron the sanc low rank and have only
recently (the niddle aszes, perhaps) been differentiatcd.
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At angle C, are the scotch drinking Kshatriya, whose béverase
~1s slowly cooked in large vats and often pourced into smoked
casks for curing, Slgnlfﬂchntly, air (often sroked and cooked,
therefore hot) is the only se: aration between the Kshatriya

nd the Brahnin, while water E a norc solid and thcereforc nore
rrohibitinz azent) sepgrates the lower Vaiyshe/Shudra fron the
hlghcr Brahnin,

Ie trlangle b01son irc offers the flnel confirmation
for the hypothesis that the doninant caste, follewing Srinavas,
- anong. the British, is the Kshatriya, as they are in the rost
favoured and stron~est part of the triangle, enjoying a comnplete
plus doninance over the wine drinking Brshrin, who are,
“respcctlvely, the "cultural" nnd the nﬂturel rulers of Britain.

"It is also clear that the Kshatriyn understand the sig-
nificance of such a. constructlon as they jeelously hoard th01r
strengthening beverage to thenselves by a high tox. The
relatively lower tax irnposed on beer and cyder insures it for
. the masses, while Brahnin ritunl power obfuscates the under-
standing and use of winc by others. It is clear, thorefore,
that while higher cultures orgaonise their lives on the basis of
prcferences of taste and reason, "chez los scuvages" of
Britain, things arc done. "to protect the purity of thelr beings."
(Lovi-Strauss: 419)

Further analysis of. Britein reveals a continuing
obsession with congruent prihltive cla551flcat10ns based upon
the four—part gchene:

and Divisions Radlo ~° Entertainnment’
'Shudra _ " Irelamd " Radio I ) Television
Vaiysha - Wales Radio II - Cinena
Kshatrlya - Scotland -, Radio III Theatre
Brahmin ’ England, .=  Radio IV Concerts and Opera
Pets Transportl
Shudra. Budgies - -Public
Vaiysha Dog o Taxi
~Kshatriya  Cat - Private cars (parked)
Brahnin Spec. pets ' Private cars (unparked)

Two points ought to be nade with respect to any
Judgenent of the ideas and analysis contalned in this paper.
First, I have intended this effort tc be suggestive of a
point of view and I hope that I-manage, (to give ....ideas cven
when (you, the reader, doesn't)..really know what (Ian)...
saying' (Leach:1967:xvii). Second, and with mcst particular
reference to the unsupported correlatlons of British native,
or 'practical' (Leach 1968: 1) schenes of, symbolic class-.
ification of experience as it relates to social structure, I
" would hope that the' fbllow1nb point would be taken seriously:

;_"-- 'Generallsetlons on such a Nra.nd:.os‘e goale are lJ.k:ely
" to provide nany easy tar”ets for :the hostile critic

and ‘there arc sorc weak patches in...(the) argurent
but I cannot see that this really natters. In a
conparable way it is easy to show that Freoud was

- very often wrong on points of detail; this does not
detract from the nassiwve validity of Freud's nmajor

generalisations., Even if time should show that scne of

-the itens of evidence have been mlsplaced the
fundamental nethod of (the)...analysis is an innovation
fron which there can be no retreat! (Leach 1970:185)

Grant McCall.

Note 1. Motor cycles enjoy a somewhat less than respectable
Inage and they serve extrenely adequately as a symbol of defiance
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by the young. They cone between the Kshatriys 2nd the Brahnin
shared use of private vehicles, the former being 'perked' =ad
the latter belng tunperked,! The Kshatriyza, in spite of his
being able to afferd to purchase a private vehicle of sreat
power and presticse is thwarted in the full expression of this
ownership by hnv1nx to park his nechlne, a’ nost frustrating
experience and cne which the Kshatriya is willing to spend
large surs of noney on tc facilitate even to the point of
. destroying beautiful urban features which obstruct his building
plans for parking lots and mnltl-storey car parks. The quhnln,
on the other hand, owns a private vehicle, but it is chauffeur-
driven - that is,. it requires no parking space about which the
Brahrin rmst be concerned. He is Pree to take his private
vehicle (or %o be taken it it) to where he wishes without beiny
concerned where- the nachine will rest while hé is not in it.
When the Brahnmin is ready to depert, his vehicle is brought to
hin at his will., .JAs was shown befnre, the Brahnin and the
Voiysha share a nunber of affinities and the latter's taxis
are entirely corpatible with this as their abproprlate forn
0f transport. The Wotorcycle, is a non-chauffeur driven vehicle,
but, on the other hand, requires no or nininal parking space!
It is, in short, out31de of the clagsification systen and is,
thus, polluting. (see Douglas)., It is an abonmination for nost
of the society as such and only those similarly "inpure" for
other reasons and thus outside of the systen will find it
appropriate for their use. Perhaps recent attenpts of the
Kshatriya to mark cycle parking spaces in large cities is an
atteript to bring impure cycle owners into the systen or, at
least, tc detract from their affinity with the Brahnins., It is
prcbably no accident, in this line, that deviant cyclist clubs
often take on nanes assoclated with royalty (i.e. The Knights,
The Kings) or, in another vein, use nanes to symbolize their
oup-of-place and paradoxical eonflieting low/high status within
the classification scherne (1.e. The Hell's ingels).
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