
Letter from the Head of Department  

It is almost a year since our last newsletter and much has happened since the last 

one. Most significantly, in January 2012 the School will be joined by a sixth 

constituent unit, the Institute for Science, Innovation and Society (InSIS), led by 

Professor Steve Rayner, which is transferring from the Said Business School. 

Professor Rayner studied anthropology under Mary Douglas at UCL and is now one 

of the worldôs leading experts on climate change. He also co-leads the Oxford 

Programme for the Future of Cities with Michael Keith of COMPAS. InSIS will be 

housed, with ICEA, in 64 Banbury Rd. The breadth and strength of research within 

SAME will also be enhanced by InSISôs other permanent member of staff, Dr Javier 

Lezaun. Javierôs doctorate is in science and technology studies from Cornell and he 

leads projects on bioproperty, social capital, and legal ethnography. 

In the Queenôs Birthday Honours list in June Wendy James received a CBE for 

services to scholarship ï a just recognition of her trio of ethnographic monographs on 

the Uduk people and her long-term commitment to the people of southern Sudan in 

the year in which they won their independence. Elisabeth Hsu was conferred the title 

Professor in the recent Recognition of Distinction exercise. The department also 

received recognition, both from the Computing Department and from the Vice-

Chancellorôs teaching awards, for the excellence of our regularly expanding podcast 

collection, the original idea and impetus for which came from Dr Mette Berg. The 

collection includes a podcast of recent students discussing their experiences of 

anthropology in Oxford, as featured in the previous newsletter. We would welcome 

hearing from anyone who would like to share their reminiscences of being taught 

anthropology at Oxford in the past. 

Due to departures and retirements, the department is in the process of appointing 

three University Lectureships. The first, replacing Professor Robert Barnes who 

retires at the end of this academic year, will be taken up by Dr Ramon Sarró, 

currently of the University of Lisbon. Dr Sarró did his PhD at UCL on the Baga people 

of Guinea, and he has also worked on the Kimbanguist Church in Lisbon, Angola, 

Paris, Belgium, Kinshasa and Nkamba. From 2000 to 2002 he was the Ioma Evans-

Pritchard Junior Research Fellow at St Anne's College. 

The second and third posts are to replace Dr Justin Barrett, who has taken up the 

Thrive Chair of Applied Development Science at Fuller Theological Seminary in 

Pasadena, California, and Professor Robin Dunbar (of whom more below). These 

two posts are University Lectureships in Cognitive Anthropology and in Evolutionary 

Anthropology and will be combined with tutorial fellowships in Human Sciences at 

Wadham and Magdalen Colleges respectively.  We hope to be in a position to make 

an official announcement on both positions very soon: there were very strong fields in 

both cases and the candidates were excited at the prospect of coming to Oxford to 

teach anthropology and Human Sciences. A fourth post, for which we had to make a 

special business case, is a University Lectureship in Biocultural Anthropology (with a 

Fellowship at Harris Manchester College); it will be advertised in January 2012.  
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Professor Wendy James 

receiving her CBE from 

HRH the Princess Royal at 

the Investiture at Windsor 

Castle on 20 October 2011 

(©  British Ceremonial Arts 

2011) 

The specifications of the last three posts mentioned were drawn up in line with our 

strategy for supporting the BA degree in Human Sciences. A further important 

initiative, to which I referred to in the last newsletter almost a year ago, is our plan 

for an endowed lectureship in the anthropology of Africa combined with a Tutorial 

Fellowship in Human Sciences. We are delighted that St Hughôs, which has always 

been a strong supporter of Human Sciences, has agreed to be associated with this 

position. The post is entitled the óClarendon-Lienhardt Lectureship in the 

Anthropology of Africa and Fellowship in Human Sciencesô. óClarendonô recognizes 

the support of the Universityôs Teaching Fund; óLienhardtô is in memory of Godfrey 

and Peter Lienhardt, brothers who were for many years key members of the 

department, teaching on East Africa and the Middle East. 

As explained in the previous newsletter, thanks to transfers from OUP, the 

Universityôs Teaching Fund offers £800,000 towards the £2 million cost of 

permanently endowing an existing tutorial fellowship (this one being the position 

originally occupied by Professor Wendy James). It is up to the college and the home 

department to raise the remaining £1.2 million. While there are many such posts 

being considered for eligibility across the University, we think this Lienhardt post will 

be especially valuable in ensuring high-quality teaching for Human Scientists and it 

has been selected by the Social Sciences Division as one of its highest priorities. 

We are extremely fortunate in finding an anonymous donor who has pledged 

matching funds up to Ã600,000, which means that we óonlyô have to raise Ã600,000 

within the stipulated period (by September 2013) in order to endow in perpetuity a 

position that will help to ensure the future both of Human Sciences and of the 

anthropology of Africa within the University. We have the services of a university 

fundraiser, Dr Elisabeth Wadge, to help us talk to as many potential donors as 

possible, but we will only reach this target in partnership with our alumni and other 

http://www.campaign.ox.ac.uk/priorities/posts/teaching_fund.html


supporters. If you or anyone you know might be able to help us towards this goal, 

please get in touch! 

While new posts and the research that they will allow are exciting developments, 

we should not forget the important and valuable research already under way in the 

School, much of which is detailed elsewhere in this newsletter. One item of 

breaking news is that Robin Dunbar has just received a five-year grant from the 

European Research Council, worth Ã1.85m, for a project entitled óThe Psychology 

of Relationships, Networks and Community Cohesionô. This very much confirms 

the centrality of the Institute of Cognitive and Evolutionary Anthropology (ICEA) 

within the School and we look forward to an ever-developing consolidation of 

intellectual agendas between the Schoolôs various research units as a result. 

Together with the new appointments mentioned above, this demonstrates, we 

believe, Oxford anthropologyôs determination to be at the forefront of moves to 

rejuvenate the links between the biological and socio-cultural sides of the 

discipline. 

Student finance has been much in the news in the last year, but the UK media 

coverage has focused exclusively on undergraduate fees, ignoring the fact that 

graduate fees have operated in a comparatively free market for many years. In this 

climate, and given that many of our competitor departments in North America offer 

full funding to all their doctoral students (paid for from undergraduate fees and 

other endowment), I thought it would be appropriate to outline what steps the 

department has taken to help its own students. Approximately fifty per cent of the 

extra income from raised graduate fees has been recycled into bursaries for 

doctoral students, providing a total so far of over £70,000.  

We have experimented with various formats to disburse these funds, but for the 

coming year we are offering three £10,000 fee waivers for up to three years. In 

addition, for the past two years we have been offering bursaries of up to £1500 to 

students within six months of finishing their doctorates. This amounts to a total of 

£90,000 that the School of Anthropology and Museum Ethnography has invested 

in the past few years into the education of tomorrowôs anthropologists. 

In addition to this we have (and hope to continue to have on a yearly basis) two 

ESRC studentships, which may be taken either as ó+3ô, i.e. just for doctoral study, 

or as ó1 + 3ô, i.e. for a Masterôs followed by a DPhil. There are also three ESRC 

studentships dedicated to the Migration Studies pathway as part of the Social 

Science Divisionôs new Doctoral Training Centre status: these may be given to 

anthropologists (though other subjects, such as development studies, geography, 

etc., are also entitled to apply). 

Each year we also put forward our strongest applicants for the Universityôs 

Clarendon Scholarships  (supported by surplus transfer from Oxford University 

Press). In recent years two or three students in Anthropology each year have 

benefited from these scholarships which cover all fees and a stipend. Previously, 

Clarendon Scholarships were for overseas students only, and as a department 

with a particular focus on the non-Euro-American world, we welcomed this. 

However, from 2012, all applicants will be eligible to apply regardless of country of 

origin. We hope that this will allow more British students to study in SAME, though 

of course we also hope to continue to train students from beyond Britain and the 

EU, reflecting the international nature of the discipline. Some students manage to 

come with full scholarships from their home country, and we continue to benefit 

from Rhodes Scholarships: this year four students on the Medical Anthropology 

MSc are Rhodes Scholars. Another Rhodes Scholar, Rebecca Richards (featured 

on page 19) is taking the Material Anthropology and Museum Ethnography MPhil. 
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Letter from the Head of Department (continued) 

Kate Atherton receives the podcasting 

Teaching Award on behalf of the School of 

Anthropology from the Vice Chancellor, 

November 2011. Dr Elisabeth Wadge sits 

behind Kate. 

(© University of Oxford 2011) 

http://www.clarendon.ox.ac.uk/


Finally, the School is associated with several endowed scholarships which become 

available as recipients finish their studies: the Bagby scholarship for the comparative 

study of urban literate cultures, the Alan Coltart Scholarship at Exeter College, the 

Rausing Scholarship at Linacre College, and the Alan Hughes Graduate Scholarship 

at Jesus College for the study of the cultures or languages of Polynesia or 

Micronesia. Our goal (and the Universityôs goal) in the coming years is to enlarge the 

funding base for graduate scholarships, and to expand the number of full-funded and 

part-funded scholarships available. We have already secured co-funding for ESRC 

scholarships with St Cross and Wolfson Colleges and look forward to many more 

such partnerships. 

Looking ahead to 2012 (when I will hand over to Professor Marcus Banks), I see a 

department with a wide range of courses with much to offer students and an exciting 

portfolio of research. We have grown and changed substantially in the past 15 years. 

We hope to maintain links with alumni and old friends in every possible way. With 

that in mind, we plan to have several anthropological offerings available during the 

Oxford Alumni weekend from 14th to 16th September 2012 ï we hope to see you 

there, if you can make it, and to hear from you if you cannot. There is now a London-

based Anthropology alumni group . And for the electronically advanced, we now have 

a Twitter newsfeed  that you can sign up to. With best wishes for 2012, 

 

David Gellner, December 2011 

Head of Department (david.gellner@anthro.ox.ac.uk) 
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New Research Associates (webpage) 

Research Associate Prof. 

Judith Okley receiving The 

Seal of the City of Pilsen, 

the Czech Republic, from 

the Mayor , 2011 

Dr Melanie Nyhof 

Dr Matt Grove 

Dr Hélène Neveu-Kringelbach 

Dr Barbara Gerke 

Dr Anna Machin 

Dr Helen Carr 

Dr Jennifer Bajorek 

Letter from the Head of Department (continued) 

Professor Stella Bruzzi 

Dr Sébastien Boret 

Dr William Kirby 

Dr Justin Barrett 

Dr Chiara Letizia 

Dr David Brown 

Dr Anna Lavis 

http://twitter.com/oxford_anthro
mailto:david.gellner@anthro.ox.ac.uk
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http://www.anthro.ox.ac.uk/about-us/affiliates-and-emeriti/


The exhibition drew on Ingeôs 

fieldwork in Kansai, an area that 

includes the cities of Kyoto, Osaka, 

Kobe and Nara, during which she 

lived with eight families in their homes 

and visited more than twenty other 

households. Some families offered 

unused objects from their homes.  

The exhibition debunked óJapanese 

minimalismô and tested the argument 

that we learn more about culture 

when we experience it through the 

recreation of everyday space. At 

Home in Japan placed the visitor at 

the doorstep of an urban middle-class 

Japanese home and invited them to 

explore rooms and objects.  

The illusion of being in a house was 

intensif ied by photographs of 

gardens, other buildings and sunlight. 

Visitors were also able to interact with 

objects, opening drawers and trying 

on clothes and so discover similarities 

and differences between habitats. 
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EXHIBITION: At Home in JapanñBeyond the Minimal House  

The Geffrye Museum of the Home, London,  

22 March 2011ñ29 August 2011 

(photos ©  Susan Andrews) 

The 'At Home in Japan' exhibition, curated by Inge Daniels at the Geffrye Museum 

of the Home, in Kingsland Road, London, featured in the Telegraph (22 August) 

as one of the top five exhibitions to see in London that week. The exhibition, which 

accompanied her recent book The Japanese House: Material Culture in the 

Modern Home (Berg, 2010), closed on August 29.  



óGeneration Exileô, an exhibition held at the Hanart Gallery in Hong Kong in 

September and October 2011, was a novelty in a number of ways. It presented the 

work of Palden Weinreb and Kesang Lamdark to the artworld of Hong Kong for the 

first time. It also foregrounded the achievements of two young men whose inspiration 

and parentage derive from Tibet but who were not born in a country of that name. 

Since 1959 tens of thousands of Tibetans have followed the example of the 14th 

Dalai Lama and left their homeland seeking sanctuary in India and many other 

countries around the world. The generations of Tibetans who have since grown up in 

exile have had radically different life experiences from those who knew what it was to 

live in Tibet. These diasporic generations have received relatively little attention from 

anthropologists but Clare Harris has been studying the visual and material culture of 

Tibetan exiles since the early 1990s. She has worked with many Tibetan artists (both 

inside and outside Tibet) and therefore agreed to curate an exhibition that would 

introduce two of them to a new audience in China. This was the first time she had 

acted as a curator outside the UK. 

The biographies and artworks of Kesang Lamdark and Palden Weinreb indicate the 

sense in which identity is mobile and malleable, especially for those who have only 

known what it is to be Tibetan outside Tibet itself and who have undergone a 

repeated process of movement from one cultural context to another.  

For example, Kesang 

Lamdark was born in 1963 

in Dharamsala, India, but 

later his parents migrated to 

Switzerland where he was 

adopted by a German-

speaking Swiss family. In 

his late twenties, Lamdark 

moved to the USA in order 

to study at the Parsons 

School of Design in New 

York City.  He is now based 

back in Switzerland. Palden 

Weinreb, on the other hand, 

was born in the USA and 

has only travelled to 

Tibetan-speaking areas of 

China or the Tibetan 

refugee settlements of India 

as a visitor. He graduated 

with a degree in Studio Arts 

from Skidmore College in 

2004 and now lives and 

works in New York.  

With backgrounds such as 

these, it is therefore 

unsurprising that neither 

artist wishes to be defined 

solely in terms of their 

ethnicity and yet they both 

EXHIBITION: Generating ExileñExploring New Tibetan Identities 

The Hanart Gallery, Hong Kong, September and October 2011 
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Kesang Lamdark and 

Palden Weinreb (standing to 

left and right of Clare Harris) 

and other members of the 

curatorial team at the 

opening of óGenerating 

Exileô (Photo: Hanart 

Gallery, Hong Kong) 

An exhibition of artworks by Kesang Lamdark and Palden Weinreb curated by 

Clare Harris, Reader in Visual Anthropology and Curator at the Pitt Rivers Museum.  
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acknowledge the formative influence of those from whom they gained their Tibetan 

ancestry. For them Tibet is a powerful idea, a historic locus of religiosity, the source 

of a shared vocabulary (linguistic and more broadly cultural) and a land they might 

dream of recreating imaginatively through the vehicle of art. But it is not home.  

Artists of this generation can help to articulate these conceptions and to remake 

Tibet anew elsewhere but ultimately they do so with several degrees of separation 

intervening.  This means that their work is a translation from the original, so to 

speak: an attempt to understand and respond to the idea of Tibet in its absence and 

means of evoking the multiple worlds that they, as members of the post-exile 

generation, now occupy.  

More information on the exhibition here. 

Migration, Marital Instability and Divorce among British Asians: 

Transnationalism, Changing Conjugalities and Legal Pluralism  

This project has been awarded a small grant from the ESRC. It builds upon the 

Principal Investigator Dr Kaveri Qureshiôs previous research with transnational 

families, and seeks to understand the context and consequences of the increasing 

instability and breakdown that has been observed in British Pakistani and Indian 

families over the last decade. Whilst Pakistani and Indian Punjabis share the 

common practice of transnational marriage, differences in migratory histories and 

socio-economic trajectories, marriage patterns, conjugal expectations, religions and 

their recognition by various arms of the British state lend relevance to comparative 

work. Detailed research will be conducted in London with a small number of families, 

and will help to reorient public debates about conservatism/patriarchy in British 

Asian families and the strategic misuses and dangers of transnational marriage, 

produce valuable data concerning legal pluralism and diversity in social welfare as 

well as engage with theory concerning the family. 

Listen to our Podcasts 

La Lenin Transnational Project 

This fourteen-month pilot study, led by Dr Mette Berg, investigates the role of 

schools in reproducing privilege in socialist Cuba and within its diaspora. In 

particular, it focuses on the academically selective VI Lenin Secondary School (óLa 

Leninô) founded in Havana in 1972, as it has a significant role in the reproduction of 

privilege. The project combines a focus on the virtual sociality engendered 

by lalenin.com, real-life networking and alumni meetings in diaspora, the schooling 

experiences of young Cubans at the school in Havana, and their connections with 

alumni on and off the island. It will also involved three research trips to Madrid and 

New York to interview diasporic Cubans and alumni, and Havana to interview 

existing pupils and their parents as well as Cuba-based alumni. 

Read more about the project here. 

EXHIBITION: Generating ExileñExploring New Tibetan Identities 

The Hanart Gallery, Hong Kong, September and October 2011 (contd.) 

Harvard Conference on Generations and Diasporas 

A small workshop took place at Harvard Universityôs Radcliffe Institute in late 

November, organised by Dr Mette Berg (ISCA) and Professor Susan Berg (Boston 

University) at which a small group of invited scholars came together to discuss 

generational dynamics among a wide range of diasporic groups including, apart 

from Cubans, Bangladeshis, Chinese, Croatians, Eritreans, Greeks, Iranians, 

Liberians, Peruvians, Russian Jews, and Sri Lankan Tamils, in a range of 

countries of settlement.  

More information is available on the COMPAS Blog. 

http://www.hanart.com/exhibition.php?exhibition_number=167
http://www.anthro.ox.ac.uk/?id=1348
http://www.anthro.ox.ac.uk/publications/podcasts/studying-anthropology-at-oxford/
http://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/research/dynamics/la-lenin-transnational/
http://compasoxfordblog.co.uk/2011/12/migration-and-generation/
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Children spontaneously imitate 

the movements of adult danc-

ers (photo: Harvey Whitehouse) 

Ritual, Community and Conflict 

Cristine Legare, a cognitive scientist from the University of Texas at Austin, and 

Whitehouse are investigating the universal cognitive foundations of ritualized 

behaviour. Learning rituals, rules of etiquette, norms, and ceremonies requires 

persistent imitation and low levels of innovation. Legare and Whitehouse have shown 

that this kind of social learning requires a óritual stanceô, associated with exceptionally 

close attention to the style and sequence of modelled actions  and low levels of 

innovation. Together with developmental psychologists at Harvard and the University 

of Michigan and a number of postdocs, students, and other research staff, Legare 

and Whitehouse are studying how a wide range of social cues and contexts affect the 

óritual stanceô. In addition to carefully controlled experiments with 3-6 year olds, the 

team is currently undertaking observational studies in preschools and planning to 

replicate most of this work cross-culturally (starting with a series of studies in Vanuatu 

in 2012). 

Efforts to understand the impact of ritual on social cohesion and intergroup relations 

are being headed up by Jonathan  Lanman in a research cluster at the University of 

British Columbia and Ryan McKay at Royal Holloway in London. Together with 

Whitehouse and a team of researchers working out of Oxford, current experimental 

research is seeking to isolate the effects of particular aspects of ritual participation 

(such as synchronized movement, emotional arousal, and signaling) on cooperation 

and parochial altriusm. Additional collaborators on this part of the project come from a 

range of US universities.  This experimental research will be replicated and coupled 

with field studies of particular ritual traditions in several locations, including Fiji, Israel, 

and China. 

The Ritual, Community and Conflict project, with £3.2m funding from an ESRC Large 

Grant, commenced in June 2011 and will run for five years under the direction of Pro-

fessor Harvey Whitehouse. The project has a global span, involving 13 universities 

and international teams of anthropologists, psychologists, historians, archaeologists, 

and evolutionary theorists. The aim is to examine both the acquisition of ritual and 

ritualôs role in group cohesion, inter-group relations, and the evolution of political sys-

tems.  



Ritual, Community and Conflict (continued) 
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Rituals are embedded in particular social and cultural contexts with complex 

histories.  Together with Peter Turchin (Connecticut) and Quentin Atkinson 

(Auckland) Whitehouseôs team of postdocs and research students at Oxford is 

currently building a series of databases detailing the role of ritual in the evolution of 

social complexity and warfare over 5,000 years of recorded history and through the 

prehistory of Western Asia. The models used to analyze these data derive from 

evolutionary biology involving theorists and modellers at universities in the USA and 

Europe.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The project is currently also undertaking research among rebel forces fighting in the 

Libyan revolution.  This work, led by Brian McQuinn, considers how the rituals of 

civil war armed groups contribute to the social cohesion required to motivate 

sustained violence and endure extreme risk. The Libyan case provides particular 

insight into the initial stages of group formation in civil war. In collaboration with 

Whitehouse and Caroline Betteridge (Manchester) McQuinnôs empirical and 

theoretical findings will be linked to a comparative study of the Colombian civil war, 

where armed groups formed more than five decades ago.  

Together with Mike Hochberg (Montpellier), Whitehouse and his students are 

developing models of ritual and group formation that can be similated on a 

computer in order to test and refine the logical coherence of theories of both 

proximate and ultimate causation. In current models groups with different kinds of 

rituals are placed in virtual environments with different carrying capacities, 

influencing the rules of engagement between groups and opportunities for 

population growth, spread, fission and fusion. Varying these parameters allows 

researchers to explore the consequences of ritual behaviour for the evolution of 

social groups. 

In the summer 2011 Atkinson, 

Mazzucato, and Whitehouse 

started to assemble their 

Neolithic database  at 

Çatalhöyük in Turkey (photo: 

Justin Barrett) 

Libyan rebels enter Sirte 2011

(Photo: Brian McQuinn) 



Page 10 S.A.M.E. Newsletter  

Ames Anthropology Award Goes to the Blackfoot Shirts Project 

The Council for Museum Anthropology of the American Anthropological Association 

has jointly awarded the 2011 Michael M. Ames Prize for Innovative Museum 

Anthropology to Dr Laura Peers (Curator of the Americas, Pitt Rivers Museum and 

Reader in Material Anthropology, University of Oxford), Dr Alison K. Brown 

(Lecturer, Department of Anthropology, University of Aberdeen, who obtained her 

DPhil at ISCA), and Ms Heather Richardson (Head of Conservation, Pitt Rivers 

Museum, University of Oxford), for their collaborative óBlackfoot Shirts Projectô which 

brings together historic collections in the United Kingdom with Blackfoot people in 

Canada and the United States. 

Building on relationships developed first by Brown during her doctoral research in 

the late 1990s and then during a photographic history project with the Kainai First 

Nation, Peers, Brown and Richardson developed a project to lend five historic 

hairlock shirts, from the Pitt Rivers Museum collection, to the Glenbow Museum in 

Calgary and the Galt Museum and Archives in Lethbridge, Alberta, both of which are 

located in traditional Blackfoot territory. 

The five shirts are nearly 200 years old. They were collected in 1841 by Sir George 

Simpson, the governor of the Hudsonôs Bay Company, and given to his secretary, 

Edward Hopkins. They have been in the Pitt Rivers Museum since 1893 but prior to 

the project only a handful of Blackfoot people had seen them. As most surviving 

Blackfoot clothing from this period is now in museums in Europe, Blackfoot people 

are keen to access these materials so they can learn about the skills and techniques 

used by their ancestors. 

The shirts are made from elk and deer hide and are adorned with porcupine quill 

embroidery, hide fringe, and strands of horse and human hair. The quillwork designs 

are related to sacred stories of the Blackfoot people and one shirt has also been 

painted with the war deeds of its owner. 

For more information, please contact Kate Webber. 

(Pitt Rivers Museum) 

mailto:kate.webber@prm.ox.ac.uk
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Digitisation of the  National Sound Archives of the  Union of Comoros 

Iain Walker was awarded a grant of £51,658 from the British Library Endangered 

Archives Programme in 2011. The project, which started in September and will take  

18 months to complete, is a joint one between the University of Oxford and the 

Comorian National Research Centre  (CNDRS). 

The national sound archives of the Union of Comoros consists of approximately 

1,000 magnetic audio tapes, stored at the CNDRS in Moroni. The lack of climate 

control in the storeroom means that these tapes are deteriorating rapidly and a 

number of them already show signs of physical degradation. In addition to extremes 

of temperature and humidity, in 2005 there was a volcanic eruption on the island and 

ash deposits accumulated on the tapes causing some damage. 

The collection is a unique record of Comorian cultural practice and social history; the 

core of the collection was constituted in the last quarter of the twentieth century by 

the founding director of the CNDRS, Damir Ben Ali, and his successors who, 

recognising the very real threat of loss of oral records, implemented a project to 

collect as much material as possible. His team conducted interviews throughout the 

country on oral tradition, anthropological and historical topics, and collected 

recordings of cultural performances, including songs, poetry and music. Many of the 

recorded practices and performances have disappeared, both under the influences 

of what might be termed modernisation and as a result of social changes during the 

revolution of 1975-1978.  

Likewise, not only has much of the oral history been lost as an older generation 

disappears and the younger generation turns to radio and television, but written 

primary sources that could have provided material for historiographies of the early 

colonial period were largely destroyed during the same revolution. A lack of 

academic interest in the Comoros in the colonial period (and particularly prior to the 

second world war) means that these oral histories constitute almost the entire 

corpus of extant primary material on  

pre- and early colonial Comorian 

history; they are an extremely valuable 

and irreplaceable source for research 

on cultural practice and historical 

change. Those recordings that have 

been used and analysed in the past 

have proved to be unique and valuable 

sources of data. 

(Photo: Iain Walker 2011) 

SwahiliWeb is a resource destined both 

for the research community and for the 

general public and intended to facilitate 

access to unpublished or difficult to 

locate documents dealing with or 

originating in the Swahili world. This 

digital archive will include journal 

articles, manuscripts, maps, sound files, 

photographs and film.  

SwahiliWeb is a team effort by Iain 

Walker at COMPAS, Pat Caplan  at 

Goldsmiths, Anne Bang at CMI Bergen 

and Marie-Aude Fouéré of IFRA, 

Nairobi. 

http://www.swahiliweb.net/karibu.html
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Eastern Medicines and Religions (ArgO-EMR) 

From Michaelmas Term 2011 the post-doctoral anthropology research group at 

Oxford on Eastern medicines and religions ArgO-EMR, which in 2006 was founded 

with John Fell seed monies, began a particularly busy year. In addition to the AHRC 

senior researcher Dr Katherine Swancutt working on icons and innovation in the 

shamanic practices of the Nuosu in Southwest China and the Marie Curie post-

doctoral fellow Dr Gabriel Lefevre working on plant-words in the medical practices 

of Highland Madagascar, Dr Mingji Cuomu has joined us for three years as a 

Wellcome Trust post-doctoral fellow, in order to document one of the three modes of 

traditional Tibetan medical education, so-called ótextual initiationô, which involvesô 

apart from memorising textsô a blessing of the lineage holder of the text.   

Furthermore, in 2011-12 ArgO-EMR is hosting three visiting scholars from East 

Asia: Prof Yousang Baik , associate professor in Chinese medical literature, from 

Kyunghee University in Seoul, who will spend six months of his sabbatical with us, 

while preparing future fieldwork-based research among rural traditional Korean 

medical doctors; Prof Wu Zhongping , associate professor at the Shanghai TCM 

University, who together with Profs Wu Dunxu and Elisabeth Hsu is collating a 

handbook on the usages of qinghao in different genres of the premodern Chinese 

medical literature (bencao, fangji, yi'an, etc.); and Ms Xu Fei , a research student of 

Prof Guo Wu at the University of Sichuan and with affiliation at the Institute of 

Chinese Studies, who is currently documenting and analysing the 307 Yao 

manuscripts on Daoist and other texts for maintaining wellbeing in the domestic 

sphere in the Bodleian library.  

Koreaõs integrated healthcare ð what can be learnt for Complementary 

and Integrated Medicine and the NHS in the UK? Medical Anthropology 

and Policy Perspectives 

The 2011 Argo-EMR conference, óKoreaôs integrated healthcareô, was co-organised 

with the KMD and ISCA research student Seonsam Na and funded by Green 

Templeton College (small academic grant) and held at 13 Norham Gardens, Osler 

Koreaõs Integrated Healthcare 

conference 2011 

http://www.isca.ox.ac.uk/research/medical-and-ecological-anthropology/eastern-medicines-and-religions/

